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Abstract:

This study examines the explicit and implicit culture of fear in
Omani proverbs. Proverbs provide either an overt or covert
depiction of a people’s culture which reflects their intellectual and
emotional nature. As open texts, they transcend social, cultural and
economic strata and circulate from the alleyways of the common
folk to the fortresses of political elites. Proverbs are received by
audiences with both intellect and emotion, as they pour their
essence into shaping thoughts and opinions while subtly
influencing sentiments and emotions. While proverbs exist beyond
linguistic authority and evade its scrutiny, their relationship with
audience authority is markedly different. A close examination of
these texts reveals numerous manifestations of fear—some
explicitly declared, others concealed -such as fear of confrontation,
fear of consequences and fear of women. The methods of instilling
fear in Omani proverbs vary, as do the strategies employed to
persuade audiences of their implicit messages, as they oscillate
between enticement and warning, encouragement and intimidation.
An analysis of Omani proverbs, as documented in various collected
works, raises a series of fundamental questions that constitute the
core of this study’s problematization: What are the explicit and
implicit patterns embedded within Omani proverbs? How have
these patterns influenced Omani social behaviors? What are the
underlying motives for perpetuating a culture of fear? And how
does fear manifest in these proverbs? The significance of exploring
the explicit and implicit culture of fear in Omani proverbs lies in
the unique capacity of proverbs to encapsulate collective
consciousness and shared emotions within a nation. Proverbs are
deeply embedded in a people’s collective memory and offer
profound insight into both their overt and latent emotions. This
rationale justifies the selection of this research topic, as—within the
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limits of our knowledge -no specialized academic study has yet
addressed this particular aspect. For this study, we have selected a
number of books documenting Omani proverbs and employed
cultural criticism while drawing on reception and hermeneutic
theories. The study includes an introduction, three main sections
which are the pattern of fear of confrontation, the pattern of fear of
consequences, and the pattern of fear of women and a conclusion.
Keywords: Cultural Criticism, Omani Proverbs, Fear, Explicit
Patterns, Implicit Patterns
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1. Timashiff, Nicholous , Sociological Theory , Its Nature and
Growth,Random House , NewYork , 1976, P 220.
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