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Abstract:

This research presents Mohammed Abed Al-Jabri’s reading of
Arab-Islamic heritage from a critical philosophical perspective. It
explores the components of heritage, which Al-Jabri classifies into
three foundational concepts: Bayan (clarity), which includes the
linguistic and religious sciences that emerged simultaneously
during the era of codification; Burhan (demonstration), referring to
the moment when reason was established in Arab thought a process
that began in the Maghreb and Al-Andalus following its failure in
the East; and Irfan (gnosis), which represents a continuation of pre-
Islamic belief systems and cultural structures, and which Al-Jabri
termed the “resigned reason.”Al-Jabri called for a critique of Arab
reason, considering it a product, a shaper, and a tool of Arab
culture. He emphasized the need to reconstruct the mechanisms of
thinking to liberate ourselves from the dominance of traditional
readings of heritage. His aim was to renew engagement with the
sources of Arab-Islamic culture in all its branches, independent of
pre-established viewpoints. Inspired by the comprehensive
intellectual planning of the codification era, Al-Jabri advocated for
a new age of codification one that deals with culture objectively by
separating the subject from the object through structural analysis,
historical ~ contextualization, ideological framing, and by
reestablishing the connection between reader and text. His critique
also extended to various intellectual currents, including Salafism,
Arab nationalism, and liberalism. Al-Jabri’s reading stands as one
of the most significant attempts to approach Arab heritage, as it
delves deeply into the layers of Arab culture, deconstructing its
epistemological systems while focusing on reason as the tool
through which Arabs think, interpret, and evaluate their intellectual
output. His work invites us to revisit central issues in Arab culture
and encourages critical reflection on heritage. By raising numerous
fundamental questions, Al-Jabri opens new pathways for research,
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reevaluation of past interpretations, and renewed engagement with
the heritage itself.

This study is structured around four main axes:
1. The concept of critique and its relationship to philosophy.
2. Al-Jabri’s conception of heritage and its components.
3. The key features of Al-Jabri’s critical project.
4. The significance and limitations of his critical approach.
Keywords: Heritage - Al-Jabiri - Criticism - Philosophy - Thought
- Culture - Mind.
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