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Abstract:

Azeddine Al-Majdoub is a Tunisian Arab linguistic researcher
whose contributions in authorship and translation form a significant
legacy in the field of linguistics. His book Al-Manwal al-Nahwi (The
Grammatical Model) is a result of his extensive readings and
translations of many Arabic linguistic texts. These efforts inspired him
to author Al-Manwal al-Nahwi, a work that reflects his influences
from both Ferdinand de Saussure’s linguistics and the theories of
Louis Hjelmslev, in addition to the outcomes of re-reading the Arabic
grammatical heritage through the lens of several Arab linguists such
as Tammam Hassan, Ibrahim Anis, and Al-Makhzoumi, among
others. Ultimately, his studies led him to identify several
shortcomings, both in Western linguistic traditions and in Arabic
linguistic discourse.

Based on my reading of Al-Manwal al-Nahwi, I have first and
foremost identified the key motivations behind the writing of this
book. These include Al-Majdoub’s engagement with the linguistic
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theories of both Saussure and Hjelmslev, although he favored the

latter for several reasons, which | will elaborate upon in the main body

of the research paper | intend to dedicate specifically to Hjelmslev.

The limited space of this article does not allow a full discussion of Al-

Majdoub’s engagements with both Saussure and Hjelmslev, especially

since he adopted more of Hjelmslev’s views than those of Saussure.

I have chosen the descriptive method for this study, as it is the
most suitable linguistic approach for the type of analysis | intend to
carry out.

The research problem centers on the following questions:

o What are the fundamental premises behind the writing of Al-

Manwal al-Nahw1?
o« Why did Al-Majdoub favor Hjelmslev’s theories over those of
Saussure, the founding father of modern linguistics?

« What are the points of convergence and divergence between Arabic

linguistic thought and Western linguistic theory?

o How can the principles of Western linguistics be applied to the

Arabic grammatical heritage?

The objectives of the research are as follows:

- To gain an understanding of Western linguistics through the works
of Saussure and Hjelmslev.

- To explore Saussure’s binary oppositions and their counterparts in
Arabic linguistics.

- To comprehend the Western linguistic terminology translated by Al-
Majdoub in a way that aligns with Arabic conceptual content.

- To identify the similarities and differences between Western
linguistics and Arabic grammar, which we consider the foundational
framework of Arabic linguistic thought.

Keywords: Azeddine Al-Majdoub, Al-Manwal al-Nahwi, linguistic

translation, linguistic comparison, descriptive method.
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